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Allie Dunn

Subject: FW: Response to Request for Information re Herbertville River Bridge Slash and river 
bank

 
From: Allie Dunn  
Sent: Friday, 17 July 2026 11:26 am 
To:  
Subject: Response to Request for Information re Herbertville River Bridge Slash and river bank 
 

Kia ora 

Thank you for your request for official information dated 30 June 2026 seeking: 

1. The total ratepayer funding spent over the past 15 years on the Wainui River/Herbertville area 
by Tararua District Council; and 

2. The number of complaints received by Tararua District Council regarding slash in and around 
the Wainui River, Herbertville and Wimbledon since Cyclone Gabrielle. 

Complaints regarding slash 

Tararua District Council has searched its customer request and complaint records for complaints 
relating to slash and debris accumulation in and around the Wainui River, Herbertville and 
Wimbledon since Cyclone Gabrielle. 

We have identified three complaints / service requests as being clearly related to slash or river debris. 

These are outlined in the table below: 

Date received Detail 
23 February 2023 Refers to debris on pillars by Gollans Bridge and Cochrans 

Bridge, Wimbledon 
27 March 2023 Refers specifically to slash piled up on the bridge pillars on 

Herbertville Road and bridge A-75. 
21 April 2026 Refers to a huge tree coming down the river and lodging against 

the bridge, with concern the river may become blocked. 

Ratepayer funding spent by Tararua District Council 

Council has not identified any readily available record that would allow it to accurately determine the 
total amount of ratepayer funding spent on the Wainui River/Herbertville area over the last 15 years. 
In addition, works undertaken in response to emergency events are often funded wholly or partly 
through external funding mechanisms, including assistance from the New Zealand Transport 
Agency/Waka Kotahi, rather than solely from district ratepayer funding. 

Accordingly, this part of your request is refused under section 17(e) of LGOIMA on the basis that the 
document alleged to contain the information requested does not exist or, despite reasonable efforts 
to locate it, cannot be found. 
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For your information, matters relating to river management, flood protection, riverbank erosion and 
debris within a river channel generally fall within the statutory responsibilities of Horizons Regional 
Council. However, responsibility may vary depending on the nature and location of the issue 
concerned. For example, where debris is threatening a bridge structure, responsibility may also 
involve the owner of the bridge. In the case of a local road bridge, this is typically the relevant district 
council. 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this response. 
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 
freephone 0800 802 602. 

Ngā mihi 

 
 

     

Allie Dunn | Manager Democracy Services | Deputy Electoral Officer 
Democracy Services | Tararua District Council 

 

 

Phone: +64 6 3744080 | Mobile: +64 27 3331626 

 

Allie.Dunn@Tararuadc.govt.nz  

 

26 Gordon Street, Dannevirke 4930, PO Box 115 

 

www.tararuadc.govt.nz 

 

www.facebook.com/tararuadc 

 

www.instagram.com/tararuadistrictcouncil 

 

www.linkedin.com/company/tararua-district-council 

          

 
  
  

This email and any attachments are intended for the above named recipient only and may be confidential. 

If you have received it in error, please take no action based on it, copy it, or show it to anyone. 

Please return to the sender and delete your copy. Thank you. 

 
From: Allie Dunn  
Sent: Wednesday, 1 July 2026 4:22 pm 
To:  
Subject: CM: Acknowledgement - Request for Information re Herbertville River Bridge Slash and river bank 
 

Kia ora 

Thank you for your email. This is to acknowledge receipt of your request for information regarding: 

 Total ratepayer funding spent over the past 15 years on the Wainui River/Herbertville by 
Horizons Regional Council and Tararua District Council; and 

 The number of complaints received about slash since Cyclone Gabrielle (Wainui River, 
Herbertville, and Wimbledon). 
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We will endeavour to respond to your request as soon as possible, and no later than 29 July 2026, 
being 20 working days from the date your request was received. If we are unable to provide a 
response within this timeframe, we will advise you accordingly and notify you of an extension. 

We note that you have also contacted Horizons Regional Council separately. Please note that our 
response will relate to Tararua District Council’s expenditure and the complaints received by Tararua 
District Council.  

As part of our commitment to openness and accountability, we are now proactively publishing copies 
of requests for information and the responses provided to these requests, on our website.  In doing 
so, we will ensure we comply with the provisions of the Privacy Act 2020 and redact any personal / 
identifying information from any response published.  

If you have any questions about this, please don’t hesitate to get in contact with me. 

Ngā mihi 

 
 

     

Allie Dunn | Manager Democracy Services | Deputy Electoral Officer 
Democracy Services | Tararua District Council 

 

 

Phone: +64 6 3744080 | Mobile: +64 27 3331626 

 

Allie.Dunn@Tararuadc.govt.nz  

 

26 Gordon Street, Dannevirke 4930, PO Box 115 

 

www.tararuadc.govt.nz 

 

www.facebook.com/tararuadc 

 

www.instagram.com/tararuadistrictcouncil 

 

www.linkedin.com/company/tararua-district-council 

          

 

  

This email and any attachments are intended for the above named recipient only and may be confidential. 

If you have received it in error, please take no action based on it, copy it, or show it to anyone. 

Please return to the sender and delete your copy. Thank you. 

 
 
From:   
Sent: Tuesday, 30 June 2026 12:50 pm 
To: Peter Wells <Peter.Wells@horizons.govt.nz> 
Cc: Sally Dryland <Sally.Dryland@horizons.govt.nz>; Ben Fraser <Ben.Fraser@horizons.govt.nz>; Scott Gilmore 





 

 

 

 



 

 

 




