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Kia ora
I refer to your official information request dated 31 October 2024 seeking information on costs
to ratepayers and taxpayers associated with the Dannevirke Multisport Trust proposed
construction of a skatepark at the Upper Domain in Dannevirke.  
Copied below is a snip from the Council’s Long Term Plan 2024-34, page 130, that shows the
funding allocated for the skatepark development.  The Council’s Long Term Plan is available
to view via our website, on the following page: Long Term Plan | Tararua District Council.
Printed copies are also available to view at Council’s service centres and libraries.
This funding is from the Better Off Grant funding provided by the former Government, set aside
for actioning the Council’s Play, Active Recreation and Sports Strategy, therefore this is
funding from taxpayers.  Also attached is a report that was considered by the Council at its
meeting held 25 October 2023, regarding making provision from this grant fund towards the
skatepark project.  The agendas (including reports) as well as minutes from Council’s
meetings are available to view on our website, on the following page – note you will need to
change the viewing year to the 2023 year to access previous years’ agendas and minutes:
Agendas, Minutes & Meeting Videos | Tararua District Council

Ngā mihi
 
 



 

   

Allie Dunn | Manager - Democracy Services

Strategy & Community Wellbeing - Democracy Services | Tararua District
Council

Phone: +64 6 3744080 | Mobile: +64 27 3331626

Allie.Dunn@Tararuadc.govt.nz

26 Gordon Street, Dannevirke 4930, PO Box 115

www.tararuadc.govt.nz

www.facebook.com/tararuadc

 

 

From: Allie Dunn 
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2024 2:41 PM
To: 
Subject: CM: Acknowledgement - request for information RE: Dannevirke Skatepark

 
Kia ora
This email is to acknowledge receipt of your request for information, regarding costs to
taxpayers and ratepayers associated with the proposed construction of a skatepark at the
upper domain in Dannevirke.
We will endeavour to respond to your request as soon as possible and in any event no later
than 28 November 2024, being 20 working days after the day your request was received. If we
are unable to respond to your request by then, we will notify you of an extension of that
timeframe.
As part of our commitment to openness and accountability, we are now proactively publishing
copies of requests for information and the responses provided to these requests, on our
website.  In doing so, we will ensure we comply with the provisions of the Privacy Act 2020 and
redact any personal / identifying information from any response published. 
If you have any questions about this, please don’t hesitate to get in contact with me.
Ngā mihi
 
 

Allie Dunn | Manager - Democracy Services

Strategy & Community Wellbeing - Democracy Services | Tararua
District Council



  EXTERNAL EMAIL ALERT: Caution advised. This message is from an external sender. Verify the sender's
identity and use caution with attachments and links.

    Phone: +64 6 3744080 | Mobile: +64 27 3331626

Allie.Dunn@Tararuadc.govt.nz

26 Gordon Street, Dannevirke 4930, PO Box 115

www.tararuadc.govt.nz

www.facebook.com/tararuadc
 

 
From:  
Sent: Thursday, 31 October 2024 1:41 pm
To: Info - Tararua District Council <Info@TararuaDC.Govt.NZ>
Subject: Dannevirke Skatepark.

 

 

Could you please Provide Details of all TDC Grants, Funding, and any other Costs to
Taxpayers and Ratepayers, associated with the Dannevirke Multisport Complex Inc Proposed
Construction of a Skatepark to be situated at the Upper Domain in Dannevirke? Thanks.
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Report 

Date : 17 October 2023  

To : Mayor and Councillors 
Tararua District Council  

From : Jessica McKenzie 
Manager Facilities  

Subject : Dannevirke Multisport Complex Incorporated (DMCI) Proposed 
Dannevirke Skate Park Project  

Item No : 9.1 

 

1. Recommendation 

1.1 That the report from the Manager Facilities dated 11 October 2023 concerning 
the Dannevirke Multisport Complex Incorporated (DMCI) Proposed Dannevirke 
Skate Park Project be received, and 

1.2 That Council approve the use of 1266 metres squared more or less of Suburban 
Section 12 Dannevirke and Section 94-95 Block III Tahoraiti Survey District for a 
skate park facility in Dannevirke, and 

1.3 That Council support DMCI undertaking further investigation to progress the 
development of a skate park facility in Dannevirke, and 

1.4 That Council give consideration to the Dannevirke Skate Park for financial 
support from the Three Waters Better Off Grant Fund project of actioning 
Council’s Play, Active Recreation and Sports Strategy as part of the investment 
planning cycle starting with the 2024-2034 Long Term Plan. 

 

2. Reason for the Report 

2.1 Council’s approval for the use of 1266 metres squared more or less of Suburban 
Section 12 Dannevirke and Section 94-95 Block III Tahoraiti Survey District for a 
skate park facility in Dannevirke. 

2.2 Council’s support of DMCI undertaking further investigation to progress the 
development of a skate park facility in Dannevirke. 
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2.3 For Council to consider the Dannevirke Skate Park for financial support from the 
Three Waters Better Off Grant Fund project of actioning Council’s Play, Active 
Recreation and Sports Strategy as part of the 2024-2034 Long Term Plan.  

3. Background 

3.1 In 2021, the Dannevirke Multisport Complex Incorporated (DMCI) was approached 
by the Dannevirke Recreation Committee to assist with the project of developing a 
new Dannevirke skate bowl.  

3.2 DMCI are a community organisation that aims to improve activation and 
recreation levels in all age groups, demographics and codes within the Dannevirke 
community and surrounding catchment. DMCI’s vision is to increase the number 
of tamariki and rangatahi participating in sport and recreation in the community 
and to provide the Dannevirke community with fit for purpose sport and 
recreation facilities. The opportunity to develop a new and improved skate park 
for the benefit of the community aligns with DMCI’s purpose and vision. 

3.3 As the two community organisations saw synergy and alignment in their purpose 
and visions, the Dannevirke Recreation Committee decided to wind up and 
combine with DMCI.  

3.4 DMCI has a long term plan to create a play, recreation and sports hub in 
Dannevirke and have included the development of the new skate park as phase 
one of that plan, with phase two and three looking at building a stadium, all 
weather courts and turf.  

3.5 DMCI are seeking funding to build a skate park in Dannevirke. This development 
would replace the existing skate bowl which is no longer fit for purpose. The 
location of the proposed new skate park is alongside the playground at the 
Dannevirke Upper Domain.  

3.6 The Dannevirke Domain Reserve Management Plan (September 2010) is 
supportive of further development on the reserve for recreational purposes. It 
states with reference to further development: it is proposed that the management 
of the Domain should continue to focus on providing a mix of passive and active 
recreation opportunities. The strategy proposed in the Plan is to allow for the 
possibility of future development in the Upper Domain by identifying sites for 
development to occur if and when the local community can source funding. 
Further it states the management of the Domain and future development is a 
partnership between the community, clubs and organisations that operate on the 
Domain and the Council. The Plan references having great involvement and 
support from the community in future developments and maintenance and using 
community groups to enhance the facilities of the Domain through grant funding.  

3.7 The proposed skate park will be designed to meet the needs of a range of wheel 
sports and meet the needs of a wide range of ages and abilities. The flow of the 
skate park will be designed so that all users can use the facility without impeding 
on each other’s space. Some features will include a flat area, small bumps, steps 
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and jumps. The final design has yet to be completed as this is subject to funding.  
The skate park can be designed around the existing Easton Fountain on site. 

3.8 Two companies were contacted to tender for the design of the skate park and 
have submitted their proposals for consideration. DMCI have met with the TDC 
Planning Team for a preliminary assessment. A detailed assessment would be 
undertaken on an application or proposal of the development.   

3.9 The total project cost is estimated to be $443,966. Committing to construction is 
dependent on raising the required funds. DMCI have developed a fundraising plan 
and recognise that funding can change from year to year and may need to re-
evaluate their plan over time.  

3.10 As part of the fundraising plan, DMCI are seeking consideration from TDC for 
$50,000 from the Three Waters Better Off Grant Fund project of actioning 
Council’s Play, Active Recreation and Sports Strategy as part of the 2024-2034 
Long Term Plan. 

3.11 DMCI have been advised by Bush Multisports Trust that the grounds maintenance 
cost of the wheels park in Pahiatua is minimal, therefore DMCI envision this to be 
the same for the Dannevirke skate park. However, DMCI will budget $2000 
annually for costs incurred from potential vandalism and graffiti.  

3.12 On completion of building the skate park, DMCI propose to retain ownership and 
management of the skate park. DMCI propose having a memorandum of 
agreement in place with Tararua District Council detailing the ongoing 
responsibilities related to the skate park.  

3.13 DMCI commissioned an Activation Manager to develop the Business Case for the 
Dannevirke Skate Park project. The high level analysis has confirmed that 
developing a skate park facility in Dannevirke would align with Council’s strategic 
direction and better meet the needs of the Dannevirke community than the 
existing skate bowl.  

4. Significance Assessment 

4.1 With regard to Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy this report is not 
considered significant as there is no change in use of the land and the impact on 
rates is within the Financial Strategy limit.  

5. Consultation 

5.1 In March 2020, the then Recreation Committee created a survey to see what the 
Dannevirke community thought about the current skate bowl and other 
recreational facilities in Dannevirke. The survey showed that the community did 
not think there was enough recreational activities for children in Dannevirke and 
that the current skate bowl was not seen as being a very important feature of the 
town. Up to 30% of those people surveyed stated that they were travelling outside 
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of Dannevirke to use other wheel park facilities. The survey further identified that 
the Upper Domain was the most used recreation space in Dannevirke.  

5.2 In April 2020, a school holiday competition was run by the Recreation Committee 
and Sport Manawatu that asked the tamariki to come up with a design for the 
skate park with features they would like to see included. Students from Huia 
Range School won the competition.  

5.3 In November 2020, a community recreation consultation was held by the 
Recreation Committee at the Upper Domain to discuss the draft concept plan for 
the skate park at the Upper Domain.  

5.4 In April 2021, the Recreation Committee ran a sausage sizzle during the school 
holidays at the existing skate bowl and surveyed the tamariki to ask if they wanted 
a skate park, pump track or a skate bowl. The results concluded that scooter riding 
was the most popular activity and the tamariki preferred a skate park and/or a 
pump track.  

5.5 Through Tararua District Council’s Play, Active Recreation and Sport Strategy 
consultations held throughout 2022, found there is growing demand for skate 
parks and wheel parks. These spaces are a critical provision for informal self-
directed play and are heavily used by tamariki, rangatahi and sometimes adult 
residents to practice and develop their skills, play and socialise. Feedback from the 
Dannevirke community was that the current skate park was under-sized and in 
sub-optimal location. 

5.6 In July 2023, the DMCI Activation Manager went into St Joseph’s School to ask 
what they didn’t like about the current skate bowl and what they would like in a 
new skate park. The students feedback was that the current skate bowl was 
unsafe and the design did not allow for multiple users at one time.  

5.7 In September 2023, DMCI sought feedback and involvement from the local Iwi. 
Following this, Ngāti Kahungunu ki Tāmaki nui-a-Rua (Ngāti Kahungunu) reached 
out to DMCI to discuss the option of incorporating a half basketball court into the 
design to meet the needs of the local rangatahi.  

5.8 Further consultation with Police and other community stakeholders has taken 
place to gain the different perspectives and feedback on the skate park project. 
Overall, the feedback has been supportive and the proposed new location at the 
Upper Domain would be a safer area and a better site for families as the 
playground, swimming pool and sports and recreation fields are nearby.   

5.9 DMCI will work closely with the community to finalise the skate park design by 
utilising social media, engaging with local schools and community stakeholders, 
and holding community huis.  



 

Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 October 2023 Page 33 

6. Conclusion 

6.1 In conclusion, Dannevirke Multisport Complex Incorporated are seeking to 
progress the development of the proposed new skate park at the Dannevirke 
Upper Domain and aim to seek funding to enable the build.  

6.2 This report explains the background and presents information from the business 
case developed by the DMCI Activation Manager. 

 

Attachments 

1⇩. Dannevirke Multisport Complex Inc - Dannevirke Skate Park Proposal - Business Case - August 
2023 

2⇩. Dannevirke Multisport Complex Inc - Dannevirke Skate Park Proposal - Business Case 
Supporting Documents - August 2023 
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1. Summary 

The following document is a proposal by the Dannevirke Multisport Complex Incorporated (“DMC”) 
for investment from the Tararua District Council (“TDC”) to develop and improve the current 
Dannevirke Skate Bowl. 

2. Background 

The suitability of the Dannevirke Skate Bowl to meet current and future recreational needs of the 
Dannevirke community has been an issue for a number of years. 
 
This issue was first brought to the attention of TDC in 2018, when a group of young people 
approached Mayor Tracey Collis to express their dissatisfaction with the Skate Bowl. In a Hawke’s 
Bay Today article titled, “Young campaigners roll up to mayor with skatepark plea”, Dave Murdoch 
reported that people were travelling out of town to use the new wheels park in Pahiatua, rather 
than using the Skate Bowl in Dannevirke. The article said that young people found the Skate Bowl “a 
bit boring” and that they would like a bigger area. The issue was brought to the attention of TDC  
again in 2020, when a group of children and their parents requested a meeting with Mayor Tracey 
 Collis to discuss their concerns with the Skate Bowl. 
 
During that discussion the Mayor was informed that the Skate Bowl was dangerous and the concrete 
too coarse, with one teenager stating, “it eats your skin”. The group also expressed concern that the 
skate bowl was too small for the number of people using it and that this endangered smaller scooter 
riders and could lead to major collisions. 
 
Then, in 2021, DMC was approached by the recreation  committee  who wanted our help running a  
project to develop and improve the Skate Bowl.  They saw that DMC was already an established  
committee with similar goals for the community. 
 
DMC jumped at this opportunity. DMC  are an organisation that aims to improve activation and 
recreation levels in all age groups, demographics, and codes within the Dannevirke community and 
surrounding catchment. DMC’s vision is to provide the Dannevirke community with modern 
sport and recreation facilities. The opportunity to develop and improve the Skate Bowl a new and 
improved skate park for the benefit of our community aligns perfectly with our DMC’s purpose and 
vision – to increase the number of tamariki and rangatahi who are active in our community. 
 
DMC has a long-term plan to create a “hub” that provides the Dannevirke community with modern 
sport and recreational facilities, and opportunities that are currently only available to people if they 
travel outside of the district. We have included the development and improvement of the Skate 
Bowl as phase one of that plan, with phase two and three looking at building a stadium, all weather 
courts, and turf. 
 
When DMC became involved in this project, we decided to run a survey on Facebook, in conjunction 
with Sport Manawatu/Tararua, to see what our community thought about the Skate Bowl and other 
recreational facilities in Dannevirke. This survey showed that our community did not think there 
were enough recreational activities for children in Dannevirke and that the Skate Bowl was not seen 
as being a very important feature of the town. 

In a subsequent survey, we found that most children in Dannevirke rode scooters and wanted a 
Skate Park where they could practice their skills to a higher level than the Skate Bowl allows. Up to 
30% of those people surveyed stated that they were travelling outside of Dannevirke to use other 
towns wheel park facilities. 
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It was clear from these surveys that the Skate Bowl was in desperate need of an upgrade, and in 
February 2022 DMC commenced a community investigation into the development of a new and 
improved Skate Park for our community and the surrounding catchment. 
 
This investigation involved a public presentation at the Skate Bowl and another at the Dannevirke 
Upper Domain. The outcome of those presentations was that, given the growing popularity of wheel 
sports, there was insufficient room at the current Skate Bowl site to accommodate the needs of 
people who rode skateboards and scooters. It was also clear that the current Skate Bowl site is 
poorly lit and located away from other recreational facilities. 
 
It was suggested that the Dannevirke Upper Domain may be an appropriate site for a Skate Park, and 
on further consultation with the community, DMC were told by members of the community that 
having a Skate Park at the Upper Domain “would be a safer area for riders” and that it was “a good 
site for families”. DMC are confident that this site aligns with our vision to create a Skate Park that 
accommodates people of all ages. The Upper Domain, with its playground and pools nearby, is 
already a safe, family friendly area. Having the Skate Park located here would enable parents to 
bring their children to the Upper Domain to learn to scooter, bike, skate and enjoy the facilities that 
are already located there. The Upper Domain is a safe environment with CCTV cameras and 
sufficient lighting, aligning perfectly with Crime Prevention through Environmental Design principles 
– surveillance, access management, territorial reinforcement, and quality environments. 
 
As part of DMC’s investigation, we have also consulted local primary schools, the local youth centre 
and iwi about our plans and have received overwhelmingly positive feedback. 
 
DMC’s extensive investigation has confirmed to the organisation that the development and 
improvement of the Skate Bowl is essential for Dannevirke to be able to continue to cater to the 
needs of our youth and their whanau. DMC’s position is that a new and improved Skate Park will 
help to improve the social well-being of our young people, meet the needs of local communities, and 
address issues of affordability that may otherwise be a barrier to Dannevirke residents accessing 
skate park facilities in other parts of the district and beyond. 

3. Proposal 

DMC is seeking investment from the TDC and other funders to develop the new Dannevirke Skate 
Park. DMC’s proposal is that a new Skate Park be developed in the Dannevirke Upper Domain. 
 
The total cost of the project is estimated to be $443,966.00, however DMC are hoping to decrease 
this cost by obtaining sponsorship from local businesses and work in-kind. We have already applied 
to the Lions Club for funding of $3,000.00 which will enable the design and tender process to be 
completed.  
 
For DMC to commit to construction we need to know that we have the funds available 
to complete the project. DMC are proposing that the Skate Park be owned and managed by 
DMC and that, on completion of the Skate Park, a memorandum of agreement is signed  
addressing ownership and ongoing maintenance requirements. 

4. Strategic Alignment 

The TDC is progressing a Play, Active Recreation and Sport Strategy that is focused on enhancing and 
increasing participation in play, active recreation and sport to improve the Hauora/wellbeing of 



9.1 Dannevirke Multisport Complex Incorporated (DMCI) Proposed Dannevirke Skate Park Project 
Attachment 1  Dannevirke Multisport Complex Inc - Dannevirke Skate Park Proposal - Business Case - August 2023 

Page 38 Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 October 2023 

  
 

5 
 

people living in the Tararua district. The Strategy’s  purpose is to provide guidance to the TDC 
Tararua District Council on the future direction of play, active recreation and sport in the district 
over the next 10-30 years and to meet the changing demands and needs that are already impacting 
current provision. The Strategy investment framework is intended to be used by Council to assess 
the relative merit or value of projects for financial support at key points in the investment planning 
cycle starting with the 2024-2034 Long Term Plan. That Long Term Plan states that population 
growth will result in increasing demand for development of reserves to accommodate walkways, 
cycleways, and most importantly, Skate Parks. It is DMC’s position that developing and improving a 
new Skate Park for the Dannevirke community aligns perfectly with the goals of the TDC’s Play, 
Active Recreation and Sport Strategy, and Long Term Plan. 
 
DMC’s proposal also aligns with several other organisations objectives to get our communities 
moving. 
 
Sport New Zealand states that play, active recreation, and sport make a significant contribution to 
the wellbeing of our people, particularly Māori, by strengthening intergenerational relationships and 
reinforcing cultural values, beliefs, social norms and knowledge. Their position is that investment in 
play, active recreation and sport programmes, and suitable spaces and places, in the right locations 
enables improved physical activity levels and improves the quality of the participant experience, 
delivering benefits to local communities by increasing social connectedness and cultural identity/ 
ūkaipōtanga, and improving health and social wellbeing, environmental quality, and access to 
participation opportunity. 
 
The Ministry of Health states in its Childhood Obesity Plan that being physically active at each stage 
of life, and specifically in early childhood, lowers the chance of a child becoming obese. With just 
over 20% of the Dannevirke population being under the age of 15, it is essential that they are 
provided with recreational facilities that enable them to be physically active. A Skate Park provides 
many different ways in which a young person can be physically active. 
Similarly, the Tararua Te Mahere Hauora Health and Wellbeing Plan (2018-2023) aims to “encourage 
and support healthy and active living for everyone”, “provide local initiatives that help people make 
good lifestyle choices” and “better link people to community initiatives so people can stay active, eat 
well and be connected to their community”. 
 
It is also worth noting the Department of Conservations goal for recreation reserves, which is to 
provide “areas for recreation and sporting activities” and to promote and support “the physical 
welfare and enjoyment of the public”, and Sport Manawatu’s purpose statement, which is to “get 
everyone active through play, active recreation and sport”. 
 
DMC’s position is that a Skate Park is an ideal recreational facility to encourage people, particularly 
youth, to stay active, and connect with their community, and that it aligns perfectly with several 
organisations objectives to promote the many benefits of physical activity. 

5. Community Need 

The Tararua District is characterised by small towns and a low population density of 3.9 people per 
km2 (compared to all NZ: 15.7). Due to lack of community/recreation services, people are often 
traveling outside the district to meet their social and recreation needs.  
 

This presents challenges in terms of the need to travel to community/recreation services and 
facilities to meet people’s social and recreation needs. The nearest skate facility to Dannevirke is in 
Pahiatua, a 32-minute driveaway. The nearest  wheel park facility is in Palmerston North,  a 50-
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minute drive away. This presents problems for many families. Traveling these distances is not 
possible for many people which means our tamariki and rangatahi are missing out on engaging in 
free and unstructured play, which skate and wheel park facilities are so good for.  
 

The proposed skate park will be the only one of its kind for Dannevirke and surrounding catchments, 
therefore it is envisaged that it will enhance the existing facilities at the park and in the future the 
multi-sport complex.  
 

Wheel Parks are now a critical provision for informal self-directed active recreation and are heavily 
used by tamariki, rangatahi and  by adult residents to develop and practice their skills and have fun. 
Groups will often gather at these facilities to play and socialise, particularly those sites 
with appropriate support facilities and services. 
 

With just over 20 percent of the population of Dannevirke being under 15 years old it is important to 
provide them with an area that caters to their needs. DMC believes that giving our tamariki and 
rangatahi a suitable safe space in their own community will foster these connections.  
 

The Global Leisure Group found  that  Places to meet / gather in spaces and facilities are critical. 
Most active recreation and sport activities by their nature foster meaningful social connectedness 
via face-to-face interaction and this social capital is increasing in importance in our virtual/ digital 
screen focused age. A new Skate park in a safer area would encourage more children of all ages and 
backgrounds to meet and encourage them to play together and increase the social interaction of our 
community.  
 
It is clear from research done by the Global Leisure Group by surveying 16 schools in our community 
6 of these are based in Dannevirke and there is a need for an upgrade. They stated in their PARS 
strategy  that one of the key needs for Dannevirke was to replace the skate/scooter park.  
▪ Dannevirke students are very keen for a new skate park 
 
Participation in outdoor recreation activities is growing and so too is the provision of spaces and 
places for outdoor recreation. Less usage of traditional sports fields, higher demand for mountain 
biking, skate parks, basketball half courts etc. More local facilities are needed for casual recreation. 
The global leisure group found that there is a  move away from structured traditional activities and 
clubs – participants just want to have a game or a ‘run around’ without committing to training ahead 
of games. A new and improved skate park would meet this need. 
 
Currently the town has six local primary schools with three primary schools in the outlying areas and 
three colleges. Dannevirke also has two kindergartens run by the Dannevirke Kindergarten 
Association with a combined roll of 80 children and four early childhood education centres that have 
a combined roll of 159 children.  
 
Refer to Table One for pupil numbers. 
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Table 1 

Schools/colleges in Dannevirke area Number of pupils (education counts July 2022) 

Dannevirke high school  410 

Totara College  61 

Te Kura Kaupapa Maori O Tamaki Nui A Rua  81 

Dannevirke South School  260 

Huia Range School 270 

St Josephs Dannevirke  144 

Ruahine  168 

Norsewood  75 

Weber  43 

 

A survey was sent out to the community with 202 people stating they travel out of town for 
recreational activities almost 30% of these specifically stated this was for the use of a skate/wheel 
park.  
 
We know that parents are taking their children out of town to use these facilities. “We go most 
weekends,” said a mother of two young children when we spoke to her. “We always grab a coffee 
and some snacks while the kids are skating, it’s a shame we can’t do this in town and support our 
local cafés”. 
 

6. Community consultation 

Consultation with stakeholders and the local community has taken place in the form of public 
presentations and community “get togethers”.  Presentations have been done in local primary 
schools and there has been communication with local Iwi who support this project as well. The local 
police have also been consulted to make sure the area for the proposed move is a safe area. They 
support this move as there is good lighting and CCTV available. Once funding has been accepted, we 
will work with our community to come up with a suitable design.  
 
In March 2020 the recreation committee created a survey to send around to our community. These 
questions were designed around asking the community if they felt there were enough recreation 
spaces for our tamariki and rangatahi and what spaces they already used in our community.  It can 
be seen from the results that there is a convincing number of our community that do not believe 
there are enough spaces for our youth in Dannevirke.  
 
The survey also pointed out that the upper domain was currently the most used recreation space in 
our community which helped make the decision to move the skate park to this area.  
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Following on from the survey a School holiday competition was run in April 2020. The recreation 
committee asked the tamariki to come up with a design for the skate park with things they would 
like to see included. The committee then joined with sport Manawatu to help promote the 
competition and donate some prizes. 
 
Students from Huia range school won the competition. Mayor Tracey, Erana from the recreation 
committee and Deanne from Sport Manawatu then went to the school to talk about the design and 
gather ideas from the students.  
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On Monday the 2nd of November 2020 a community recreation consultation was held at the upper 
domain. During this consultation the committee went through a draft concept plan of the upper 
domain and talked about the plan. There was a good turn out from the community. The committee 
welcomed ideas from the guests and some of the suggestions made were to add  a bike pump and 
some seating for parents and Grandparents. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
In the  April 2021 school holidays the recreation committee  ran a bbq and presented a survey 
designed for the Children  to ask if  they wanted a skatepark, pump track or a skate bowl. 
 
The survey also asked what days and times were the most popular and how many days a week they 
used the current skate bowl. The results for this showed that scooter riding was the most popular 
and that the children  wanted a skatepark and a pump track. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 





9.1 Dannevirke Multisport Complex Incorporated (DMCI) Proposed Dannevirke Skate Park Project 
Attachment 1  Dannevirke Multisport Complex Inc - Dannevirke Skate Park Proposal - Business Case - August 2023 

Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 October 2023 Page 45 

  
 

12 
 

7. Current skate Bowl  

At present in Dannevirke there is a designated area beside the old fire station where the bowl is 
located, the area is inadequate in terms of size, has poor visibility and does not meet the needs of 
the youth of today. According to the global leisure group the Dannevirke facility is under-sized and in 
a sub-optimal location in the commercial area. 
 
Working with a local school in the community they had given us a list of reasons as to why they did 
not think the current skate bowl was meeting their needs.  At the top of this list was that they felt 
unsafe. Being tucked away there is little visibility and no walk through traffic. There are no cameras 
in this area and it is not somewhere that families often go. This means lack of adult presence.  
The positioning of the bowl means that it is very close to the surrounding buildings. There is little 
room for stopping at the top. One student stated that “when you come out of the bowl you can hit 
the wall”. They were concerned about the size saying that when there are lots of people there it can 
become dangerous.  
 
Skating has evolved throughout the years and has developed as a youth subculture that emphasizes 
creativity and individuality. The current bowl does not allow the children to maximise this creativity 
due to lack of  space and functionality. There needs to be more features that allow the children to 
enhance their skill level. Some of the comments made by the students were  that it was a bit boring 
and doesn't allow us to practice our tricks.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Proposed site 

The proposed skate park is reasonable with an achievable cost structure being broken down into 
stages. The location is sensible given vehicle access, user demand, visibility, and safety.  
 
The site of the proposed skate park is adjacent to Wai Splash community pools and alongside the 
local park and next to the athletics track. This is in an ideal location to have optimised use from 
families who have a varied age range of children and for siblings waiting for parents to finish with 
swimming lessons or while at athletics training. The remaining land in between the pools and the 
park will soon become the space for the multi-sport complex. This will make the skate park central 
to all sporting activity. 
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The site is ideal for a skate park, there is plenty of space as it currently holds an old garden that was 
donated by the lion’s club that needs refreshing and a fountain that is no longer in use. Both of these 
structures require maintenance by the council. There will be no negative impact on the other 
facilities in this area.   
 
Within Dannevirke, the park is designed for children under 13 therefore rangatahi do not have any 
other space that they can call their own. To give them a space would assist with encouraging our 
teens to stay active and help stopping the loitering of teenagers on the main street while giving 
them a space that is safe and visible.  For young toddlers and children, the Park contains age suitable 
playground equipment but no space for wheel sports. 
 
Other sites that were considered for the skate park were the old BMX track between Hamlet and 
Alexandra st however; this was not supported by local residents. DMCI also looked into the space 
behind the scout hall at the Upper Domain but the weather station is positioned there and there was 
some concern about the amount of retaining needed between the upper and lower domain.  This 
would have been very pricey. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Proposed Skate Park 

The Skate Park will be designed to meet the needs of a range of wheel sports as it recognises that 
within sports there are fads. This has been part of the committee’s strategic plan to future proof the 
area allowing for it to be a facility that will be utilised for many years. The surface will accommodate 
scooters, bikes, skateboards and rollerblades. To meet the needs of a wide range of age groups the 
wheel park will be designed to suit all skill levels. The flow of the wheel park will be designed so that  
both younger and older children can use the facility freely without impeding each other’s space. The 
size of the park allows for enough area for younger children to practice on flat ground as well as 
using some small bumps while the teenagers can practice their skills on the steps and jumps.  
 
The Design has yet to be completed as once the funding is accepted, we will liaise with the tamariki, 
rangatahi and our community to come up with a concept that works for the majority of the users. 
This will also be going into schools, working with local youth workers, iwi and utilising our Facebook 
page to reach as many people as we can. 
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10. Examples of different designs  
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11. Costings  

The skate park will be free of charge to all users.  
 
The land that the skate park will be sited on is DOC owned and vested in Council as the managing 
authority.  
 
DMC have been in contact with BMST in regards to the maintenance of their new wheels park and 
they had said there is very little. Some spraying weeds and picking up rubbish.  
 
The committee foresees after discussion with the designer that the only ongoing maintenance costs 
in the future will be repairs from potential vandalism and graffiti. 
 
The skate park company (J Stone) does not recommend any structural upkeep once completed. It is 
recommended between $1000-$2000 per year kept aside for maintenance. 
 
Two companies were contacted to give quotes and propose designs for the skate park. J stone skate 
parks have had excellent communication and have sent through a breakdown of the stages of the 
build and the cost. 
 
Rich landscapes are a very well known SkatePark contractor and have come highly recommended. 
See attached proposal. 
 

It is estimated that the project will cost $443,966 including GST (New quotation 20.6.23) 

1 Preliminary and General Items         

1.1 Contractor’s Programme 1.0 LS     

1.2 Concept Design for Skate Park and Pump 
Track 

1.0 LS   3,000.00 

1.3 Review of Concept Design  1.0 LS     

1.4 Detailed design and Construction 
drawings 

1.0 LS   1,500.00 

1.5 3D Model  1.0 LS     

1.6 Follow up / community engagement 
Facilitation 

1.0 LS     

1.7 Contractor’s Reports         

1.7.
1 

Monthly Reports 5.0 mnt
h 

    

1.7.
2 

Contract Quality Plan         

1.7.
3 

Preparation of Contract Quality Plan 1.0 LS     

1.7.
4 

Management of Contract Quality Plan 5.0 mnt
h 

    

1.7.
5 

Site Specific Safety Plan         

1.7.
6 

Preparation of Site Specific Safety Plan 1.0 LS     
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1.7.
7 

Implementation of Site-Specific Safety 
Plan 

5.0 mnt
h 

    

1.7.
8 

Environmental Control Plan         

1.7.
9 

Preparation of Environmental Control Plan 1.0 LS     

1.7.
10 

Implementation of Environmental Control 
Plan 

5.0 mnt
h 

    

1 Subtotal of Section 1         

2 PRELIMINARY + GENERAL         

2.1 Establishment of work site; construction 
administration, quality control; site safety; 
pedestrian management; surveying and 
setting out; identification and protection 
of existing services; silt control; protection 
of existing trees to be retained. 

1.0 LS   $13,500.00 

2.4 Establish accomodation for the road crew 
for the duration of the project. 

    $24,000.0
0 

$24,000.00 

2.5 establishment of onsite storage and 
security  

1.0 LS  $         
4,000.00  

 $                       
4,000.00  

  Subtotal of Section 1       $41,500.00 

 

 

3 SITE PREPARATION + DOWN 
TAKINGS 

        

3.01 CUT AND STOCKPILE/ 
REMOVE LAWN.   Cut topsoil 
to depth of 200mm and 
stockpile 150m³ onsite for 
later garden establishment 
(1310m²).   Remove 
remainder of material from 
the site 

1.0 LS $6,500.00 $6,500.00 

3.02 CUT AND FILL:   Cut and Fill 
Subgrade material to 
required levels 

1.0 LS $10,600 $10,600 

3.03 EXISTING TREES AND 
VEGITATION: Cut and 
Remove from site   

1.0 LS     

           

  Subtotal of Section 2        $                    
17,100.00  

           

 

General Quantities for Main Street 
Skating Area (Including Pool Bowl 
Platform) 

        



9.1 Dannevirke Multisport Complex Incorporated (DMCI) Proposed Dannevirke Skate Park Project 
Attachment 1  Dannevirke Multisport Complex Inc - Dannevirke Skate Park Proposal - Business Case - August 2023 

Page 50 Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 October 2023 

  
 

17 
 

BASE COURSE:   Supply and Install 
compacted Gap20 over area to 
required levels. 

tonne 420  $             
150.00  

$63,000.00 

SUBSOIL DRAINAGE:   Supply and 
Install drainage metal and conduit as 
required into drainage swail 

tonne 6  $             
150.00  

$900.00 

DRAIN; bottom of bowl to pump 
station or soak fiels 

    provisional   $8,000.00 

STARTER BARS: Supply and Install 
0.6m D10 Starter bars into all 
abutting concrete joints @ 400 CTRS 
(Excluding Pool Bowl Starter Bars) 

     included in price for 
other feature 

sealer/desyifier  M2     $3,200.00 

CONCRETE  Main skate park 
slabSLABS   supply and install SE62 
Reinforcing Mesh and supply/ install 
120mm thick 30MPa 13mm 
aggregate concrete with oxide.  Allow 
min. 2% cross fall and 1/4 depth of 
slab x 3mm wide saw cuts at required 
intervals. U3 Finish 

M2 400 $87.00 $34,800 

CONCRETE SEALER, Chemtech One      $2,800.00 $2,800 

SUB-TOTAL SECTION 3        $                  
112,700.00  

 

Skate Park Area Skate Features 
(excluding earthworks and base course 
prep 

        

1/4 pipe hip 1.00 LS   $10,400 

1M 1/4pipe       $11,700 

1M  corner 1       $11,950 

1M corner 2       $11,950 

1M 1/4 pipe facewall       $11,700 

ledge and manual pad       $8,900 

flatrail       $1,200 

entry stairs 4 stair       $3,000 

volcano 1.00 LS $8,316.00 $8,316 

Kindey Bowl; 1M shallow end, 1.4M 
deepend 

     $    
130,000.00  

$130,000.00 

Subtotal Section 4       $209,116.00 

 

Pump Track         

3 Corner berms: supply and install 
120mm of 30 MPA pump mix concrete, 
reinforced with SE 62 mesh,   

1.00 LS $25,000.00 $25,000.00 
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Double blaster bump, two flat entry 
rollers with a half hight mid section 

1.00 LS $8,150.00 $8,150.00 

5 PUMP BUMPS, 300mm-500mm high 
2M transitions 

1.00 LS $18,000.00 $18,000.00 

Slab: 120 mm thick 30 pump mix concrete 
reinforced with SE 62 mesh finished to F5 
full reflective surface 

123 M2   $9,225.00 

pump track flat slabs 13 75 $75.00 $975.00 

Sealer/densyifier 1.00 LS  $             
200.00  

$200.00 

        $                                    
-    

Subtotal  5     $                    
61,550.00  

 

REINSTATEMENT OF SITE       $6,000 

Remove all construction debris from site, fill 
in top soil as needed, plant grass seed in 
preparation for final inspection 

1 No.  $         
2,000.00  

 $                       
2,000.00  

Subtotal        $443,966 

Subtotal of all works associated with project.    442,966 

 

See appendix for second proposal from Rich Landscapes.  

12. Ownership and Management  

DMC plans to fund and project manage the entire build of the skate park. On completion we wish to 

present the facility to the council and collaboratively come up with a future management and 

operation agreement. 

We hope that together DMC and the TDC can collectively work together to ensure the rate payer 

does not have to be burdened by this project and that it can benefit our wider community.  

13. Project Funding and Timeline: 

As we continue to apply for funding DMC asks for support from TDC as they are the land owners. A 

letter would be required to aid funding applications.  

Starting the construction work is dependent only on raising the required funding. 

The following is a proposed funding timeline.  

This would be dependent on the success of funding applications. DMC recognizes that funding can 
change from year to year and that we may need to re-evaluate our plan as time goes on.  
 
DMC would like to report to the council with updates on applications within the next year.    
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“Places, people, families/whānau at the centre of planning decisions and design to best meet the 
needs of their community. Providing local solutions for local issues'' (Tararua Health and Wellbeing 
plan). 

16. Supporting Documents  

Huia Range school 

South School 

Totara College 

St Joseph's School  

Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Tamaki Nui A Rua 

Jamie Hape, Youth Mentor – Te Kahu Manaaki Rangatahi 

Jono Harrison, youth worker Te Kete Hauora o Rangitane  

Police - sergeant Gary Mckernon 

Dannevirke cricket club 

Dannevirke Athletics Club 

Dannevirke Jnr Football  

Community Survey 

Hawke's Bay Today articles  

Rich landscape proposal  
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