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Kia ora
I am writing in response to your official information request dated 7 May 2026
regarding the operational costs of the Dannevirke Deer Park over the past ten years.
Our officers have not been able to fully complete the historical cost data for the past
ten years at this stage; however, they have captured the majority of the operational
expenses that are directly attributable to the Deer Park.
 
What has not yet been included are the staff costs associated with managing the
deer, which will require further work to quantify.
To ensure you have information available ahead of the upcoming community
meeting, we have provided a summary of the operational expenditure for the past five
years in the table below (excluding staff / overhead costs).
Dannevirke Deer Park Expenditure

Operational
Expenditure

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26

General
Maintenance
(mowing &
spraying, minor
tree works,
storm cleanup
vandalism
cleanup, pest
control,
plumbing)

$7,105.41 $928.91 $2,631.63 $171.34 -

Vet Services - - - $427.22 -

Fencing
Repairs –
General

- $194.58 $2,143.00 - -

Stock Feed $913.75 $1,061.12 $1,451.56 $1,344.02 $767.39



Total
Operational
Expenses

$8,019.16 $2,184.61 $6,226.19 $1,942.58 $767.39

Staff Costs / Overheads – not yet included
Capital
Expenditure

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26

Total - - - - -

Our officers have recently received a number of enquiries about the future of the
Deer Park.
A common theme has been a misunderstanding that decommissioning the Deer Park
would result in the closure of the entire Lower Domain. To help address this, we have
attached a diagram showing the specific land area currently occupied by the Deer
Park. You are welcome to use this at the community meeting to help provide clarity
and reduce any misconceptions.
We have also included images of the perimeter fencing, which is in poor condition
and would require significant capital investment to bring up to standard. This issue
was outlined in the reports presented to the Dannevirke Community Board on 20
April 2026 and to the Tararua District Council on 29 April 2026. A copy of the report
considered by Council at their April meeting is attached for your reference.
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this
response. Information about how to make a complaint is available at
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602.
Ngā mihi
 
 

   

Allie Dunn | Manager Democracy Services | Deputy Electoral
Officer

Democracy Services | Tararua District Council

Phone: +64 6 3744080 | Mobile: +64 27 3331626

Allie.Dunn@Tararuadc.govt.nz

26 Gordon Street, Dannevirke 4930, PO Box 115

www.tararuadc.govt.nz

www.facebook.com/tararuadc

www.instagram.com/tararuadistrictcouncil

www.linkedin.com/company/tararua-district-council

 



 

This email and any attachments are intended for the above named recipient only and may be confidential.

If you have received it in error, please take no action based on it, copy it, or show it to anyone.

Please return to the sender and delete your copy. Thank you.

 
From: Allie Dunn 
Sent: Thursday, 7 May 2026 8:04 am
To: 
Subject: CM: Acknowledgement - Official Information Request re Operational Costs of
Dannevirke Deer Park

 
Mōrena 
Thank you for your request for information about the operational costs for the
Dannevirke Deer Park. I’m writing to confirm that we’ve received it.
We understand you’re hoping to have this information ahead of the public meeting
next week. We’ll do our best to meet that timeframe, and we’ll be in touch if it looks
like we won’t be able to provide the full response in time.
As part of our commitment to openness and accountability, we now proactively
publish requests for information—and the responses to them—on our website. When
we do this, we make sure to follow the requirements of the Privacy Act 2020 and
remove any personal or identifying details before anything is made public.
If you have any questions or would like to discuss anything further, please feel free to
get in touch with me.
Ngā mihi
 
 
 

   

Allie Dunn | Manager Democracy Services | Deputy Electoral
Officer

Democracy Services | Tararua District Council

Phone: +64 6 3744080 | Mobile: +64 27 3331626

Allie.Dunn@Tararuadc.govt.nz

26 Gordon Street, Dannevirke 4930, PO Box 115

www.tararuadc.govt.nz



  EXTERNAL EMAIL ALERT: Caution advised. This message is from an external sender. Verify the
sender's identity and use caution with attachments and links.

www.facebook.com/tararuadc

 
From:  
Sent: Thursday, 7 May 2026 6:15 am
To: Allie Dunn <Allie.Dunn@Tararuadc.govt.nz>
Subject: CM: Official Information Request
Importance: High

 

 

Good morning Allie
 
I would like to make an official information request please for the following:
 

breakdown by year of all operational costs for the Deer Park for the last 10
years (2015-2025)

(if 10 years is not easily accessible can we start with the most recent 5 years
(2020-2025) and do the older years next

 
Do you need anything further from me at this stage?
I am hoping we can get this pretty quickly as I am part of a group exploring what can
be done next and we have a public meeting next week. 
If there is likely to be delays can we try for just the last year (2025) as soon as
possible
 
Warmest Regards

 



Area Occupied by Deer Park at Dannevirke Lower Domain 
 
 
Lower Domain View: 

 

**Wide view of approximate area occupied by the deer park within the Lower Domain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Area Occupied by Deer Park at Dannevirke Lower Domain 
 
 
Deer Park View: 

 

**Approximate area occupied by the Deer Park. 























Condition of Deer Park Fencing 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 




